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Under suspicion

* Admiral Stansfield Turner, director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, has by now been roundly ¢
scolded in dozens. of: ‘editorial -pages across the | -
country for his opaqué position on using Joumahsts .
- for doing the: work of the CIA. % 7.7.. .
Our tnought is to put, the Higﬁ_utemto a broader :
context. % 3 L
The- dxspute arose in. February when Turner'_
acknowledged that he had several ’cxmeswawed the ™
ban. on- CIA use of professmnala —journalists, -
clergymen and professors.” He told the American -}
Saciety of Newspaper Editors week before last that . i
he *had approved the service of journalists’ ‘three
simes (although they weren’t used): %o .~
Turner: seemed genuinely” bewildered” by ‘the-
storm of protest Why do you need a law to protect
vour ethics? he asked the editors. Why do you feel :
you protane your work” 1fyou accept a CI-\ assx o

ment?-Why can't you serve your country and atiH
feel free? What are you, unpatrxotxc or some-
~thing? "
( Turner’s uncomorehendmv poutxon was fully en-
dorsed by Mr. Carter two. days later. - .
" They beg thesissue. Journalists are concerned not

“forthe ethlcs of those who accept CIA assignments,
but for the reputation and safety of all tho:,e who
don’t,-and the integrity of their craft.’
- -Journalists are not. alone in-feeling threaten-|
ed. The Rev. William-Howard, preaxdent of thel
National Council of Churches, said in February that}
‘_Tumer, in ‘waiving the ban ~“had 1mpu0ned thel
reputatlon of - every . "American ‘mission- ,
ary.. .~ (with) serious mJury to the worI\ of AmeriZf &7 -
can ‘churches.” ~ 73 o Iy
;- And Dr David Stowe; executwewee premderﬂ: of
the United Church of Christ’s- Board for World
Mmlstnes, explained that ‘ministries. around the-
world et depend on mtxmate trustful relatton--l

. shlps amonc Chnstxang and non- Chrlstlans of many\

nations ... We cannot tolerate the Jeopardxzma of

* these relatlonshxpa by even the suspicion that mis-.
: smnarxes, clercry or church woraers are mvol»ed mv
" spying.”

= ~The failure of even so. sensxtwe a CIA dlrector as'

- .Adm. Turner to understand-this simple truth s

: jdlsmaymf It may-be wrong to write a law bmdm
: * the CIA in.this matter, but it may be_ necesqary
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